Parathyroid hormone-related protein in preeclampsia: a linkage between maternal and fetal failures.
Preeclampsia is a disorder associated with pregnancy that affects both the mother and the fetus. Typical features of the disease are maternal hypertension, proteinuria, and edema as well as fetal growth retardation. Although the etiological details are still being debated, a consensus exists that the starting point is deficient placentation in the first half of pregnancy. The crucial early steps are reduced trophoblast invasiveness and enhanced apoptotic death. In the present review, we demonstrate that parathyroid hormone-related protein is involved not only in the maternal and fetal failures but also in the etiological aspects of the disease. We hypothesize that reduced local production of the peptide is a major causative event.